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STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT (SCI) IN PLANNING

1. Summary

1.1 Following public consultation, a final Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) in planning has been produced.

1.2 The SCI outlines principles that will guide local public engagement in planning 
policy and development management; and adherence to its provisions will be 
verified when Local Plans are subject to independent examination.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That Cabinet note the public consultation undertaken as set out in Appendix B, 
and responses received and the Officer response at Appendix C.

2.2 That the Borough’s Statement of Community Involvement, at Appendix A to 
the report, be adopted.

3. Background

3.1. Community involvement remains an important principle enshrined in 
the planning system. Authorities are specifically required to maintain a 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) to outline the Borough’s 
commitment to public engagement in planning. As the plan-making 
authority, the Council’s SCI will also apply in the Ebbsfleet 
Development Corporation (EDC) area. The Council adopted its first 
SCI in 2006. As reported to Cabinet in July, changes to the planning 
system and communication methods mean that it is prudent to update 
the Council’s SCI.

3.2. As well as offering general guidance on the role the public can play in 
planning, adherence to the SCI is tested when Local Plans are subject 
to examination in public by the Planning Inspectorate. As officers will 
shortly start work preparing a new Local Plan to review overarching 
Core Strategy policies, it is considered timely to produce a new SCI for 
the Borough.

4. Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)

Preparation and content of SCI

4.1. As reported to Cabinet in July, the SCI was prepared through a review 
of the Council’s existing SCI. This was based on wider feedback 
received through the consultation processes undertaken as part of the 
recent Development Policies Plan, as well as contact made via known 
interested parties and with Parish and Town Councils via the Borough 
and Parish Forum. This contact sought views on the key principles of 
community involvement.
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4.2. The SCI was also prepared to reflect recent changes to the planning 
system and current Council best practice in engagement. The focus of 
the SCI is on public opportunities to shape planning policy decisions, 
although the public engagement processes for development 
management are also outlined given the substantive public interest in 
certain development proposals.

4.3. The SCI sets out reasonable expectations the public can have 
throughout the steps of the planning/ development process. Particular 
commitments are set out in relation to the production of planning policy 
documents and Local Plans in terms of how we will communicate, 
publicise, and use feedback from consultation.

Consultation

4.4. As outlined above, initial consultation on the SCI has been taking place 
since June. A formal public consultation was conducted between 8 

September and 20 October 2017, following Cabinet approval in July. 
Further engagement with local community groups took place, including 
presentations to the Bluewater Community Forum, the Borough and 
Parish Forum and Bean Residents’ Association, and direct discussions 
with individual Parish/ Town Councils.

4.5. Fifteen responses to the consultation were received, from a mix of local 
people and organisations. Responses were overall  positive, 
particularly in terms of the scope and purpose of the SCI and its key 
principles. The main points raised by respondents included the 
importance of using a range of communication methods, engaging 
different groups and early engagement by individual developers on 
planning proposals. Further detail is contained in the Consultation 
Statement at Appendix B.

4.6. A questionnaire was included as part of the consultation in order to 
focus responses on key areas of concern, although written 
representations were also accepted. The questionnaire consisted of 10 
questions, the majority of which asked respondents to rate (on a scale 
of 1 to 5) various statements concerning the usefulness of aspects of 
the SCI. The detail of these questions can be found in the Consultation 
Statement at Appendix B.

4.7. The first question asked respondents which three of the six core 
principles outlined in the SCI they considered most important. Analysis 
of the responses showed that principles A (timely public involvement) 
and D (public comments acknowledged and taken into account) were 
considered the most important, followed by principle E (notification and 
publicity to occur as soon as possible).

4.8. The responses to other questions where a 1-5 ranking was required 
were mostly positive, with over 63% of responses scoring a 4 or 5 on 
all but two questions. More neutral responses were received for 
question 4, which asked ‘how helpful are the [Local Plan] details in 
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Section 3 of how publicity will occur and who will be contacted?’, and 
question 10, which asked respondents to rank the overall effectiveness 
of the SCI in increasing public involvement in planning.

4.9. Other written feedback included the desire for more interactive 
consultation techniques and that a list of statutory consultees could be 
provided as part of the document. The only negative comments 
concerned the overall length of the document; which has been 
addressed. A full list of comments and officer responses to these is 
available at Appendix C.

Adoption of the amended SCI

4.10. Following the consultation, the draft SCI has been amended to take 
into account the various comments and suggestions highlighted above. 
These amendments have incorporated clarification of some sections, 
alongside reformatting to improve readability. In order to shorten the 
main document, the text has been further refined, particularly in section 
5 to highlight the pre-application engagement and developer 
requirements. A further appendix with a list of statutory consultees has 
been produced in line with consultee comments.

4.11. It is recommended that the Statement of Community Involvement has 
benefited from public input and review by key local representatives/  
organisations. It should be  adopted with the above changes, and come 
into force in order to ensure that community involvement effectively 
guides work on the new Local Plan, and on planning decisions in the 
Borough.

5. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

5.1. “To ensure that regeneration in Dartford is sustainable and of benefit to 
all of our communities.”

6. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications No implications.

Legal Implications Implications addressed in report.

Staffing Implications Implications arising from these 
responsibilities can be addressed through 
Planning Policy team staffing resource.

Administrative Implications No implications. 

Risk Assessment Risks are minimised through adherence to 
legislation and policy as set out in the 
report.

7. Details of Exempt Information Category

7.1. Not applicable.
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8. Appendices

Appendix A – Statement of Community Involvement
Appendix B – SCI Consultation Statement
Appendix C – SCI Consultation Responses Log

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents 
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Michael Clarkson
(01322) 343060

Planning Policy, 
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